
 

 

2018 Fukuoka Invitation Program 
(Supported by Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, and JETRO) 

 
Fukuoka prefecture invites IoT and other related companies from Sweden and Finland     

with the aim of strengthen ties and create new business opportunities. 

 

<Program benefits> 

Participants would be able to: 

� get to know the IoT community in Fukuoka 

� explore the opportunities to conduct R&D or joint projects with local universities/ companies 

� introduce their business to the Japanese market 

� connect with Japanese companies and investors 

� exchange information with foreign companies already located in Fukuoka 

 

<Invitees> 

Each invitee should be: 

� a company headquartered either in Sweden or Finland 

� an IoT-related company that can help boost productivity and efficiency of the manufacturing sector.  

or 

planning to start a joint development project with a Japanese company or establish a base in Japan. 

 

<Schedule (tentative)>  

October 15th: Arrive in Fukuoka 

October 16th: Tour of the IoT related facilities in the prefecture 

October 17th: Welcome reception and information session regarding Fukuoka prefecture 

            *Governor is expected to give a keynote speech. 

October 18th: Business matching with local companies 

           (At a large manufacturing expo site with over 300 companies participating) 

October 19th: Depart Fukuoka 

* Throughout the program, there will be multiple occasions for participants to present their  

 products/technologies/services, etc.  

 

<Expenses>  

Transportation, hotel accommodations, and interpreter services will be provided by Fukuoka prefecture 

and JETRO. However, meals and other costs are not included, and it is the responsibility of the 

participants to cover any extra costs incurred outside of the program.   

  



 

Introduction to Fukuoka Prefecture 

 

Fukuoka is the business and transportation hub of Kyushu 

(an island in southwestern Japan), and has long thrived as the 

gateway of Japan to the rest of Asia. Currently Fukuoka is 

serving as the center of a huge market base of 

approximately15 million consumers in the surrounding areas. 

 

Away from the congestion and high-prices of Tokyo, 

Fukuoka Prefecture also offers an attractive option for foreign 

companies interested in gaining a foothold in Japan.  

 

The prefecture has a well-developed industrial infrastructure and is known throughout Japan as an 

innovation hub. Japanese companies that have become household names all over the world such as Sony, 

Toshiba, Hitachi, NEC, Fujitsu, Panasonic, Mitsubishi Electric, Nissan and Toyota have a strong 

presence in Fukuoka. In addition, there are many companies and technologies that started off in Fukuoka. 

For example, Yasukawa Electric, one of the world’s largest manufacturers of industrial-use robotics, and 

the programming language “mruby” (Lightweight Ruby) which has a high affinity for IoT were both 

established/developed in Fukuoka.  

 

Key industries in Fukuoka Prefecture 

� Automobile 

� Robotics 

� Semiconductors (including Semiconductor Design) 

� Information and Communication Technologies 

 

This program aims to foster the IoT industries and stimulate the development of key industries in 

Fukuoka. 

 

<Contacts> 

For more information, please contact: 

Kazuhisa Mizota Fukuoka prefectural office (mizota-k8708@pref.fukuoka.lg.jp) 

Kouki Danno JETRO Fukuoka (kouki_danno@jetro.go.jp)  

Mariko Uchino JETRO Fukuoka (mariko_uchino@jetro.go.jp) 

 


